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Introduction  

The membership of the Council, Tim Comyn, Iain Brown, Norman Downie, Pete Wilshire and 

Laurence Williams, has remained unchanged this past year.  The Council met about once a 

month.  

Debbie Lewis-Pryde, the Parish Clerk has served the Council throughout the year.  Ruth 

Connor, our Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), after 5 years’ service to the Council, handed 

over the reins to Brian Harding but continued to assist him behind the scenes for which the 

Council was grateful.  Sadly no sooner had Brian Harding taken over the role of RFO, he was 

unable to continue for personal reasons.  Nevertheless, the Council was thankful for his 

efforts in researching the role of RFO and delivering accurate and easily understandable 

accounts in the short time he was with us, and wished him well. 

We had the pleasure of welcoming Rachel Bennet to take over from Brian the role of RFO. 

Planning 

As usual, a recurring item on the meetings’ agendas was planning matters. The Church Way 

site remained a planning application before the Vale throughout the year opposed by the 

Council on lack of sustainability and conservation grounds.  A proposed development that 

started off as 6 dwellings then became 4 and finally 7.  In the end the application was 

withdrawn in March this year in the light of the Vale demonstrating that it had a 5 year 

supply of housing land. 

The achievement of a 5 year supply more or less coincided with the adoption of the Vale 

Local Plan 2031 Part 1.  This up-to-date local plan carries significant weight in planning 

decisions as required by the National Planning Policy Framework; and on page 42 it 

designates Sparsholt / Westcot as ‘open countryside’ where development including housing 

development is not to be encouraged on lack of sustainability grounds. 

A second significant development was the conversion to dwellings of 3 single storey farm 

buildings at Westcot Farm granted prior approval under PD rights.  The Government’s PPG 

guidance required the Council to be satisfied that the buildings were structurally sound 

before prior approval could be granted.  Despite this requirement, and the expressed 

concerns of the Council as to the structural stability of the buildings, the Vale failed to have 

the buildings inspected by a suitably qualified structural surveyor before granting prior 

approval.  Efforts to find out through District Councillor Yvonne Constance why the Vale had 



proceeded in this way in conflict with Government policy and to identify who, if anyone, had 

inspected the buildings came to naught. 

Planning policy making at the Vale featured throughout the year.  The Local Plan 2031 Part 1 

(strategic settlement hierarchy including major 20,000 + housing allocations) was adopted 

and consultation was carried out in relation to Part 2 (residual allocations for 2,750 houses 

and site specific planning policies).  The Council, noting that the draft Part 2 excluded 

housing allocations in the Western Vale including Sparsholt / Westcot on the grounds of lack 

of sustainability, responded in support of the plan. 

Alongside the consultation on the Part 2 plan the Vale published a draft Housing and 

Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA) which identified Westcot as ‘suitable’ for 38 

dwellings in 0-5 years.  The HELAA, on inspection was seen to be not in accordance with PPG 

guidance.  In particular, it took no account of the requirement in Stage 2 of the PPG 

Methodology to be ’guided by’ the newly adopted up-to-date Local Plan 2031 Part 1 

‘Settlement Hierarchy’ which designates Sparsholt/Westcot as ‘open countryside’; nor any 

account of the Secretary of State’s ‘Humber Barn’ decision where he found Westcot to be an 

wholly unsustainable location for housing development applying his own NPPF policy. The 

Council has responded to the draft HELAA on these grounds inviting the Vale to remove the 

Sparsholt/Westcot sites from the document. 

Another planning change at the Vale was to change the District’s constitution to withdraw 

the automatic right of Parish Councils to appear before the Planning Committee when they 

oppose planning applications.  Instead the Council has to persuade the non-elected Chief 

Planner or a lay member of the District Council before it can be allowed to be heard by the 

Planning Committee.  The Chairman appeared before a meeting of the Vale in Wantage to 

oppose the change but was, surprisingly, the only representative of a parish council who 

did.  In the result the Council has now effectively to persuade its local district councillor, a 

lay person with no planning qualifications, as to the planning merits of its case before it can 

be heard by the Planning Committee.  This procedure has yet to be put to the test.  

Highways 

A continuing concern throughout the year has been the increase in traffic and traffic speeds 

on the B4507.  The danger of the road was brought home to everyone by the fatal collision 

in September between a cyclist and a car at the Blowing Stone crossroads.  Accidents have 

occurred elsewhere on the road at Golden Acre and on the road to Kingstone Lisle, the 

latter recorded on Nick Price’s car cam.  Two cars travelling east along the B4507 were also 

driven off the road down an embankment into the field adjoining the west side of Days 

Lane. 

The Chairman has undertaken to draft a request to the Oxfordshire County Council for a 

speed limit of 50mph along the road. 

 

  



Cemetery 

Pete Wilshire has kept an eye on the cemetery throughout the year.  The grass has been 

mown by Ian Lamborn who does the village a great service for which the Council is 

profoundly grateful. 

A grave did appear at one time during the year to be surrounded by a picket fence enclosing 

wood chippings and decorated with 4 small plaques and a planted rose.  These features 

were not authorised and were removed at the request of the Chairman.  To prevent a 

recurrence the cemetery rules were been amended.  

Bus services 

The Parish Council were informed in June that the No.67 bus service would no longer call at 

Westcot or Sparsholt.   

Village maintenance 

As has been the case for a number of years now, the Sparsholt greens have been 

maintained during the year by Ian Lamborn acting on behalf of the Manor. Again it is 

appropriate to express the Council’s appreciation for his endeavours and also those of John 

Caudle who mowed the triangle at Westcot from time to time during the year. 

Other matters 

An important event during the year was the installation of the defibrillator at the Griffin 

Memorial Hall in Sparsholt in January.  The installation was followed by an instruction event 

in the hall attended by the ambulance service at which the Chairman, Iain Brown and 

Norman Downie among others learnt how to use the machine. 

It’s important that the Council recognises in this annual report the indefatigable efforts of 

Norman Downie to bring this about.  Singlehandedly almost, he has provided a facility that I 

am sure will, in due course, mean the difference between life and death for a person 

afflicted.  I say almost, only to recognise the part played by the Hall Committee in enabling 

the defibrillator to be installed there.  The parish owes a debt of gratitude to Norman. 

Recently there has been some mindless vandalism in Sparsholt involving the ripping off of 

the roof felt on the bus shelter and the destruction of the notice board on the village green.  

The Council has not involved the police but will be minded to do so if there is any repetition.  

Fortunately Anthony Lee and Laurence Williams stepped in to repair the roof and to put up 

a new notice board inside the shelter.  To both of them we are grateful. 

On a happier note, in July Nick Price acquired on behalf of the Council and put on the web 

site, some historic photographs of Sparsholt which are of considerable interest. 

Acknowledgements and thanks 

In addition to those whose efforts on behalf of the Parish I have noted above I should like to 

thank, on behalf of the Council, Debbie our clerk for her efficient clerking of the Council’s 

business during the year; Nick Price for running the web site including bringing to our 



attention important developments at the Vale; and he and Emma for organising the annual 

litter pick; and Pete Wiltshire, who is retiring from the Council this year, for the voluntary 

support he has given to our local government over the last 5 years. 

Lastly, I should like to remember Richard Rowland, formerly a Parish Councillor for many 

years, who died recently.  His knowledge of our parish went a long way back and he made a 

valuable contribution to parish council proceedings when on the Council. 

Tim Comyn                                                                                                                   25th May 2017 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  



                     REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR FOR SHRIVENHAM DIVISION 

                                               to Parish Councils -  April 2017 

This is the end of 4 years as your County Cllr for Shrivenham Division with its 16 villages. With so 

much to report I will list only my main activities for the record. It’s been a most productive time 

working very closely with the Parish Councils.  

The District ‘does’ planning and County ‘does’ potholes and county-wide services, and these parishes 

are well served by close working between the councils. This reports my activities - 

INFRASTRUCTURE :   

 proposed and achieved Statement of Common Ground with Swindon Borough to inform, 

advise, consult fully on all developments on Swindon’s eastern apron.  Swindon is to build  

8,000 houses, a 1,000 car park-and-ride and a major distribution facility, Symmetry Park 

(1,000,000sq ft) on A420, with 6 sets of ‘intelligent’ traffic lights, and major remake of the 

White Hart roundabout as well as Greenbridge (already installed) to improve traffic flow    

 chaired Local Transport Plan 4  (LTP4) working group and achieved new chapter for A420 which 

has to cope with traffic from 11,000 new houses in approved schemes from Swindon to Oxford 

 close attention to developments in Shrivenham:  with Elaine, Simon and Sarah ensured new 

roundabout on A420 for direct access for new Highworth Road houses 

HIGHWAYS 

 managed communication for traffic during re-surfacing of the Shrivenham by-pass 

 supported 20.m.p.h. speed limit in Shriv. High Street (on evidence from diversion for by-pass) 

 negotiated with Stagecoach to route Bus 66 through Watchfield; failed with Thames Travel 

 ensured regular (and constant) repair potholes, road haunches etc. B4001 resurfaced in 2016 

SCHOOLS 

  secured free home-to-school transport for 250 pupils (Shriv/Watch) and 30 in Letcombes 

 won agreement to continue school bus transport for all pupils next year – any use of bus 

passes to be allocated to older children and NOT to international pupils at Defence Academy 

 supported FCC Academy delivery of additional classroom for Shrivenham Primary School 

 planned meeting with OCC education officer on 9th May to discuss future provision school 

places in Uffington and Shrivenham.  

SERVICES 

 secured recycling tip at Stanford-in-the-Vale till 2024 

 as chairman county health scrutiny cttee (HOSC) ensure proper links with GWH and social 

services; also questioning District Nursing presence and service to Shrivenham GPs 

FUTURE UNITARY COUNCIL – supporting Better Oxfordshire 

 with strategic Council of 124 cllrs, each sitting also on 15-20 Area Executive Boards to deliver  

all services close to residents 

 

                                                            



                                                                2. County Cllr report contd 

 

FUTURE UNITARY - advantages 

Main advantage of Unitary Council will be joined-up decision-making: services are currently 

provided by separate Councils, with major fault line between development planning at the Vale 

and infrastructure provided by County : S.106 developer agreements are made too complex and 

inefficient, causing real frustration in these parts with schemes waiting 2 years to clear funds due.  

JOINED –UP DECISIONS by Area Executive Boards (AEBs) 

 planning, transport and housing 

 environmental services – street cleansing and maintenance under local management 

 social care, housing and benefits 

  town planning and leisure services 

 safeguarding and community safety in partnership working  

 services accessed in community hubs in libraries, leisure centres, fire stations, health facilities 

and  

 a single county plan in time (after 2031?) joining up housing, jobs and infrastructure (current 

Local Plans will operate in the relevant district, with cllrs elected in district all entitled to sit on 

Area Planning Committee) 

 and INNOVATIVE PUBLIC/PRIVATE INVESTMENT FUND to fund £1.7bn gap for Oxfordshire’s 

planned infrastructure. 

FUTURE UNITARY – disadvantages 

 who will be the new cllrs with time and skills to make all this happen? If AEBs are to be 

effective, cllrs must take charge which will be big jobs – mine is full time already! 

 

PROGRESS on BETTER OXFORDSHIRE :  

 March 2017  :  the proposal submitted to Secretary of State from OCC and South and Vale. Cherwell,                                

West Oxfordshire and Oxford City not participating  

 May/June 2017 : ‘minded –to decision’ expected from SoS, followed by 8 weeks for representations 

BUT GENERAL ELECTION now called for 8 June and project will be delayed at least until new SoS is 

appointed, possibly in June/July.  And not clear what effect non-particpators will have . 

 

YVONNE CONSTANCE                                                                                                                       April 2017 

 

  

 

 


